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SOHM 2017 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Bishop Darwish is pleased to announce the formation of our 2017 
Board Members and Honorary Committee. The following professionals 
and community leaders are a diverse and talented group that share a 
passion and commitment in helping people and improving the quality of 
life in Zahle and surrounding regions. We look forward to benefiting from 
their skills, experience and expertise in making Stream of Hope Mission 
stronger than ever. 

SOHM Honorary Committee:
Most Reverand 
Issam John Darwish, BSO, DD
Melkite Catholic Archbishop of Furzol,  
Zahle and the Bekaa, Lebanon

Hon. Spencer Abraham
Hon. Edward M. Gabriel, Ret.
Hon. Darrell Issa
Hon. Theodore H. Kattouf
Hon. Darin LaHood
Hon. Christopher T. Sununu 
Hon. John H. Sununu 
 

Board of Directors:
Mr. Wadih Daher, President

Mr. Habib Debs

Mr. Tony Frem 

Nadim Haddad, M.D.

Mr. Tony Haddad

Mr. Alan Hajjar

Ms. France Hanash 

Mrs. Catherine Kassouf

Mr. James Kassouf 

Ms. Karen Kassouf 

Ms. Dalal Ghorra Khouri

Hon. Massoud Malouf

Mr. Ramez Skaff

Jacques Tohme, M.D.

MANAGING DIRECTORS
Ms. Tanya Rahall – USA

Ms. Sana Samia  – Lebanon



Humanitarian aid for Syrian refugees at the Archdiocese 
of Furzol, Zahle and the Bekaa
Since the beginning of the war in Syria, and when the 
refugees started to flee to Lebanon, the Archdiocese 
created the social office who took in charge to help the 
Syrian refugees who came to Zahle and the region. 

The Archdiocese is covering these sectors:
• Food packages
• Hygiene items
• Household items
• Blankets and mattresses
• Diapers
• Rent for houses
• Primary medical assistance
• Secondary care assistance
• Government dues payments
• Scholarships for students
• Summer camps for children
• Mazout for heating
• Heating systems

As usual, the Archdiocese takes into consideration, along with the humanitarian aid, all the social, psychological and 
spiritual aspects that are very important for the families to help them survive their hard times. The burden is very big 
on the Archdiocese, and without help, the Archdiocese wouldn’t be able to achieve its mission towards the refugees in 
dire need. We are extremely thankful to all our benefactors! We count on them always to go the extra mile!

The Divine Mercy year called for by His Holiness Pope Francis 
urged us to look more to the people in need around us. Stream 
of Hope Mission considered this calling and was inspired to 
fulfill the needs of the poor and hungry in Zahle. In this spirit, 
“Saint John the Merciful table” was created in December 2015 
to provide food - one hot meal per day - for each needy and 
poor. This will make us all feel the warm of love of Jesus the 
Savior to us, to be a touchable sign of His love for humans that 
heal their wounds.”

Saint John the Merciful Table
Stream Of Hope offers 1000 free meals daily 
for vulnerable people of Zahle

The Beneficiaries of one hot meal daily are:

• The Syrian refugees, whom the 
Archdiocese is helping

• The Syrian refugees who live in the camps 
in Zahle 

• The Lebanese vulnerable people who have 
extremely low income or no income

• The children in different social institutions
• The elderly with no family support
• The children of the streets



She is the Managing Director of RTK 
Consulting Group LLC. Ms. Rahall 
specializes in public and government 
relations primarily for energy-related 
companies, domestic organizations and foreign government 
and business interests. She has extensive experience with the 
U.S. Congressional legislative process and particular expertise 
with the Congressional authorization and appropriations 
process. Ms. Rahall has been sought to incorporate numerous 
non-profit organizations. She accepted and successfully built 
and directed The American Foundation for St. George Hospital 
for several years. Ms. Rahall co-founded and directed the 
American Task Force for Lebanon (ATFL).

On September 
2016, Stream 
Of Hope Mission 
organized an 
event to raise 
funds for the 
kitchen that is 
providing 1000 
free hot meals 
daily. 250 persons 
gathered together, 

in a familiar and nice ambiance and supported our cause!! It’s 
always great to know that we can count on our people to go the 
extra mile!

Fundraising event for Saint John the Merciful Table We Welcome Tanya Rahall who is 
the Managing Director of Stream of 
Hope Mission

Stream of Hope Mission, through the Archdiocese of Furzol, Zahle and the Bekaa 
for the Greek Melkite Catholics, created a project of “remedial classes” for the 
Syrian refugees students at Saint Rita school, that belongs to the Archdiocese.
The main objective of our project is to help Syrian students and to get their formal 
education which leads them to live a normal life far from war and destruction.  

This project’s aim is also making changes to the psychological, cultural and social 
levels to the Syrian children and their families: 
- Tutoring at the educational level in all required classes. 
- Psychological support by inserting them into a social group with extra curricular  
  activities and school. 
- Religious support through participating in religious and spiritual gathering within     
  the Church.
 
The concrete result aimed at the end of the project is the students’ enthusiasm and 
participation to ensure the achievement of the proposed objective.

The project beneficiaries are:

• Children who are independent from any help from the United Nations.
• Children who are lacking education
• Children who are lacking documents (identity card, personal papers...) 

therefore cannot be recorded in the public schools 
• Children whom parents have no monthly return so they have no ability to pay 

for their tuition.
• Lebanese children from Saint Rita School

Saint Rita School
Stream Of Hope Mission is teaching students!

100 school tuitions for Lebanese students yearly!
Free school for 100 Syrian refugees

NB: There are organizations helping the 
Syrian refugees, but all their aids are 
restricted to food parcels and medical 
supplies; so far, very few organizations 
have supported schools and education 
aid. And due to the increase in the 
number of children refugees, there is 
lack in offering schooling to all of them. 

Good Bye Summer Trip 2016 Stream Of Hope Mission welcomes 
Ms. Tanya Rahall, Managing Director of SOHM



Beloved Brothers and Sisters,

 During the holy season of Lent, the Church invites us, individually and collectively, to look inside ourselves and examine our 
conscience, repent our sins and go back, like the prodigal son, to our heavenly Father.  Fasting is a time of repentance and at the same time 
it is an important and holy time when we meet the Lord.
 Fasting is an invitation to meet the Lord, as the prophet Joel says:  “Come back to me with all your hearts (2:12).  Living with 
God gives us hope, while living away from Him fills us with fear.  Let us meditate on what the Prophet Joel tells us about God:  “He is 
kind and full of mercy, He is patient and keeps His promise, He is always ready to forgive” (2:13).  Shouldn’t we also strive to let our 
hearts be filled with love, mercy and patience like the Lord’s heart?
 Fasting helps us to set a spiritual program for our lives, to change in us what takes us away from the heart of God and to nurture 
in us the grace that we received in baptism.  It is also a good occasion to awaken in us faith which restores divine beauty in us.
 
Love is the greatest virtue 
 Some Christians think that it is possible for them to live a spiritual life without confronting themselves with the Gospel and they 
only wish to see the way that suits them and to accept only what agrees with them.   They take lightly what is said about love, for example, 
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you” (Luke 6:27).  The true Christian should take these words very seriously and this 
requires radical and constant renewal and an unshakable conviction.  Indeed, our daily life, with all its difficulties and problems demands a 
great deal of forgiveness, reconciliation and love.  Is it possible that I do not pay full attention to the words of Jesus? 
 Christian worship is based on the love that Jesus Christ offered us.  He loved for our sake and we accepted this love.  We 
therefore believe that love which is for its own sake (self-sufficient) is a form selfishness.  Free worship consists in changing love to total 
human solidarity and collaboration which is able to free us from our sins and in this way Jesus enters our souls and draws us to Himself. 
 Fasting is the appropriate time to learn love of the other, because fasting changes our way of thinking and acting, especially when 
we contemplate the face of the crucified Jesus and when we endeavor/strive to make the Gospel the basis and foundation of our daily life.

Searching for Faith
 Abraham, the beloved of God, was faithful to God and his love for God made him accept His orders without questioning: “Leave 
your country, your relatives, and your father’s home, and go to a land that I am going to show you”.  And so Abraham did what the 
Lord requested.  His faith became stronger and through his love for God, he did not hesitate to sacrifice what was dearest to him.  This 
faithfulness is a commitment from the heart to the friendship that united Abraham to God.  Thus he became worthy of being called “the 
father of us all” (Rom. 4:16)
 Lent is also a good occasion to search for faith and train ourselves to be faithful to the promise that united us to our Savior.  It is 
also an opportunity to learn to put all our trust on God’s fatherly care and put our lives under His infinite mercy.  Like Abraham, we are 
united to God through our faith, confident that “God has power to do what He has promised” (Rom. 4:21).
 Fasting is our response to God’s call for us to be more committed to Christ.  This happens in two parallel stages:  First, to live 
what we believe, which is to change faith into a daily and concrete reality and second to allow the Holy Spirit to shine in our lives so that 
people can see the love, humility, purity and goodness that is within us and reminds them of the presence of God in this world.

My dear sisters and brothers, 

I invite you to journey together in this period of fasting, to pray together, to glorify God, and to thank and praise Him.  Fasting leads us all 
to life with God.

Message from His Excellency Most 
Rev. Archbishop Issam John Darwish

LENT 2017
FASTING - A COLLECTIVE PILGRIMAGE TOWARDS HOLINESS

Most Rev Issam John Darwish, BSO, DD

Archbishop of Furzol, Zahle and the Bekaa


